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NEWS AND NOTES 



NEW AFFILIATIONS 

The Minneapolis English Teachers' Association has recently become 
a collective member of the National Council of Teachers of English. 
The Minneapolis club consists of teachers from the elementary schools, 
junior high schools, high schools, the university, and various private 
schools, including the parochial. Each kind of school is represented on 
the executive committee and on the various other committees. Each 
year the club carries out some project. Last year they revised the 
course of study and worked out unfinished details. This year they are 
revising the outside reading list. Having tried speech week before, they 
celebrated it again this year from March 6 to 10. 

The New Jersey Association of Teachers of English has also become 
a collective member of the National Council of Teachers of English in 
class B, having 146 members. The New Jersey Association has a very 
considerable number of vigorous workers. Under the leadership of 
Professor Osgood, of Princeton, it made a survey of teaching conditions 
and made a drive for such improvement as would make possible satis- 
factory teaching. In this movement they have met with considerable 
opposition, and the battle is still on. 



THE CONFERENCE AT THE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA 

The annual conference of teachers of English and speech was held 
at Iowa City February 24-25. Almost two hundred teachers, represent- 
ing all sections of the state and schools of all sizes, were in attendance. 
The occasion was, as formerly, exceedingly pleasant and profitable to 
everyone. Lecturers from a distance were Professor Allan Abbott, 
Professor Sterling A. Leonard, and Mr. C. C. Certain. In addition, 
various members of the departments of education, English, and speech 
delivered addresses, demonstrated methods, or led discussions. While 
it is difficult to select from so rich and varied a program a few points of 
special significance, it may be said that among the "high points" of the 
conference were Professor Abbott's discussion of recent studies in the 
value of functional grammar, supplemented and re-enforced by Pro- 
fessor Thomas A. Knott's concrete explanation of what English grammar 
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is; the dinner Friday evening, at which about eighty guests assembled 
for an hour of good fellowship; and the presentation of The Land of the 
Aiouwas, a delightful Indian masque by Professor Edwin Ford Piper. 



A CORRECTION 



In connection with her article on "Stevenson as a Point of Depart- 
ure," in the February English Journal, Miss Carrie Belle Parks's address 
was incorrectly given. She has advanced to the Cumberland Valley 
State Normal School, Shippensburg, Pa. 



THE PERIODICALS 

PREPARING FOR LIFE 

The leading article in the English Bulletin (New York State) for 
February is on "Business English for All High School Pupils?" by 
Dudley N. Miles. Training in writing interesting narratives or in 
analyzing characters in Macbeth does not necessarily fit one to write 
a simple commercial letter, as practically everyone must do sooner or 
later. The order letter and the letter of application are two types 
of business correspondence for which all have occasion and in which all 
should therefore be trained. Besides, if business English is not thought 
of as a peculiar style of expression but the straightforward application 
of English to business situations, the power gained in its study may be 
of value in other fields of life also. Moreover, business procedures and 
ideals may contribute very wholesome lessons for our boys and girls. 
For instance, the business man's ideal of spelling ability or of accuracy 
in observing instructions, or his demand for employees who can assume 
responsibility, may help us to develop very important qualities in our 
pupils. The forms which are demanded in business are needful and so 
easy to teach that we are without excuse if we do not secure their 
mastery, but these larger demands of business for responsibility, relia- 
bility, and accuracy should concern us far more. 

SOME ILLINOIS LISTS 

The Bulletin of the Illinois Association of Teachers of English for 
February contains the report of a committee appointed to study essentials 
in literature. (For the general outline of the paper see the report in the 
January English Journal of Miss Hawkes's remarks at the Workers' 
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Conference during the National Council meeting.) The committee 
recommends a tentative minimum course in literature for the four years, 
asking not that it be adopted but that it be tested and reported upon. 
The recommendation follows: First Year: Last of the Mohicans, Treasure 
Island, Julius Caesar, Sohrab and Rustum, Lays of Ancient Rome, Lady 
of the Lake, Iliad or Odyssey: Second Year: Silas Marner, Ivanhoe, 
Tale of Two Cities, Merchant of Venice, As You Like It, Ancient Mariner, 
Idylls of the King; Third Year: Prologue to Canterbury Tales, Milton's 
Minor Poems, Macbeth, Twelfth Night, Sir Roger de Coverly Papers, 
Essay on Bums or Johnson, Palgrave's Golden Treasury; Fourth Year: 
Franklin's Autobiography, House of the Seven Gables. 

Miss Chamberlain's paper on "Outside Reading Interests of Boys 
and Girls" (see report of Illinois Association in the January English 
Journal), which fills the January issue of the Illinois Bulletin, has many 
valuable tables of pupil choices and teacher recommendations. 

A NEW MAGAZINE 

The first number of Educational Screen, which announces itself as 
an "independent magazine devoted to the new influence in national 
education," appeared in January. The editors are largely university 
people and others with a wide educational background and considerable 
knowledge of the movies. The thirty pages of each issue are devoted to 
editorial comment, articles upon the educational use of movies, and 
evaluations of the films current in high-class houses. The two numbers 
so far issued have justified the editorial claim to independence, praise 
and blame being distributed courageously. Teachers of English in 
schools having projection apparatus will find the periodical useful. One 
dollar a year. The Educational Screen, Inc., 5200 Harper Avenue, 
Chicago. 

USING THE MEDIAN 

In the editorial pages of the February Journal of Educational 
Research B. R. Buckingham urges the use of the median as a super- 
visory device, especially in dealing with English composition. Most 
measurements of English composition are so laborious as to make them 
impossible for the supervisor, but the median composition can be easily 
determined even without assigning grades to any of the themes in a set. 
A collection of these medians to represent the work of the class will 
show whether the group is going forward or backward in the power of 
expression, and a comparison of the medians from different classes will 
show whether any one group is up to standard. 
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On another occasion Dr. Buckingham suggested the selection and 
mounting of the successive median themes of a class for display to the 
patrons of the school as an easy way of showing them the results which 
the teaching of composition is securing. 

REMOVING A PREJUDICE 

E. W. Dolch, writing on "Measurement of High School English" 
in the Journal of Educational Research for November, traces the deplor- 
able prejudice of teachers of English against all attempts to measure their 
work to the measurers' unfortunate tendency to jump to conclusions. 
He finds that because they have been unable to discover measurable 
results of the teaching of English, the educationists have been inclined 
to condemn the teachers of English and to ask that some other work be 
substituted for theirs. This, he thinks, is due to their failure to analyze 
the very complex task which the teachers of literature and composition 
have. The teaching of literature usually receives more than half the 
time and is such a complex and intangible thing as to be for the present 
beyond measurement, and so important that no use of composition scales 
should be permitted to jeopardize its place in school. He thinks that 
when the educationists take these matters into account, the prejudice 
of the English teachers will largely disappear. 



USEFUL DOCUMENTS 

A suggestive manual of " Standard Usage in English" has been pre- 
pared by the English department of the University of Chicago High 
School and published by the University Press (25 cents). — The 
" Manual for Teachers of English in the Central High School, " Spring- 
field, Massachusetts, is sufficiently different from most courses to repay 
examination. — The State Department of Public Instruction of North 
Dakota has issued a " Syllabus for Use in the Eight One-Half Units of 
High School English." Address the Department at Bismarck. — "A 
Course of Study in English" has been produced by the teachers of the 
Junior and Senior High Schools of Cleveland, Ohio, and published by the 
Board of Education of that city (50 cents). — A collection of "Memory 
Passages and Spelling Lessons" has been made for the use of English 
classes in the Central High School, Newark, New Jersey. The pamphlet 
is sold at 25 cents a copy. Address the principal, Mr. William Wiener. — 
"A Guide for Grown-ups to Books of Prose and Poetry" is the title of a 
very suggestive list prepared by Marian E. Tobey and published 'by 
the Public Schools, Ithaca, New York. — University of Wisconsin Studies 



NEWS AND NOTES 257 

in Social Sciences and History, No. 3, is devoted to a study on "The 
Misinterpretation of Locke as a Formalist in Educational Philosophy," 
by Vivian Trow Taylor. — Bulletin No. 7 University of Illinois, contains 
a discussion of the "Types of Learning Required of Pupils in the Seventh 
and Eighth Grades and in the High School," by Walter S. Monroe 
(15 cents). — Extension Bulletin No. 6, University of North Carolina, 
contains an article on the "Rural Playground," by Harold D. Meyer. 
Bulletin No. 8 of the same series contains material for both the affirma- 
tive and negative sides of the question: "Resolved, That the United 
States Should Enter the League of Nations." — Federal Citizenship Text- 
book, Part III, A Course of Instruction for Use in the Public Schools by 
the Candidate for Citizenship, prepared by Raymond C. Crist, may be 
obtained from the Government Printing Office, Washington, D.C. — 
The "Salary Schedules (1920-21) of Cities of the United States of 
100,000 Population or Over" are listed in Bulletin No. ig, National 
Education Association. — The Annual Report of the General Education 
Board may be obtained from the Board, 61 Broadway, New York City. 



